


The Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) was formally created on June 3, 1916, when President Woodrow Wilson 
signed the National Defense Act of 1916.  The first ROTC units were established in the autumn of 1916 at 46 schools 
with a combined enrollment of about 40,000. 

 

In 1920, Congress attempted to reinvigorate the program when it passed the National Defense Act of 1920, which pro-
vided for more federal support of ROTC units in the form of uniforms, equipment and instructors. From 1919 to 1941, 
ROTC grew steadily and it remained one of the primary sources for officers. In 1919, there were ROTC units at 135 in-
stitutions; by 1940, the program encompassed 220 colleges and universities. By the time the United States entered 
World War II, ROTC had produced more than 100,000 officers. 

  

John Carroll University (JCU) was the first Cleveland area university to start ROTC.  It was Father Welfle S. J., who 
was President of the University from 1946 to 1956, who asked the Army to establish an ROTC program at John Carroll.  
At the time it was an all-male institution.  Military Science classes began in the fall of 1950.  The completion of a 
$100,000 Military Science building was dedicated on 26 October of the same year.  LTC Howard I. Schmitt was the first 
PMS which was then called the Professor Military Science & Tactics (PMS&T). CPT Lewis C. Spinney, SGT Jack H. 
Malaby and SGT Frances R. Tesch, were the other original cadre members of the Military Science Department. 

  

In the beginning, the John Carroll program was aligned with the US Army Transportation Corp.  Every commissioning 
Cadet became a Transportation Officer.  As part of this arrangement, summer training was frequently conducted at 
Annville PA or Fort Eustis, VA.  At times, some were selected for difficult duty at austere places like Bermuda or the 
Bahamas.  This affiliation with the Army Transportation corps would last till 1978. 

 

During this time students with Case and Western Reserve University were able to take Military Science classes from 
John Carroll.  The two universities would merge in 1967.  In 1964 the Federal government passed the ROTC Vitaliza-
tion Act, which authorized financial assistance in the form of scholarships. 

 

In the mist of anti-war turmoil during 1970, the Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) Faculty Senate action of 
1970 abolished academic credit for Military Science courses. Cadets at CWRU, would not receive course credit for mili-
tary science until February 2006. 

  

In 1968 John Carroll became a coed university. Not long afterward in 1972 women were permitted to join ROTC and in 
the fall of 1973 the first women join the program.  Among those were Joyce Malinak, Debbie Thaeler, Juliann Marko, 
Marcella Kalbac, and Mary Kelly.  Amanda M DelVillan of Notre Dame College would be first woman to commission 
through John Carroll ROTC on 15 May 1977.  Juliann Marko, previously listed, would be the first John Carroll student 
to graduate and commission 14 days later on 29 May of 1977. 

  

During the same year or 1977, Cleveland State University (CSU), would approve transfer credit for Military Science 
course taught at John Carroll.  One year later CSU would approve on campus ROTC.  John Carroll ROTC became the 
host program while CSU became an active affiliate. 

  

In 1983 JCU received one of its own, Pete Bernardo. LTC Bernardo graduated from John Carroll in 1967. LTC Pete 
Bernardo was assigned as the new Professor of Military Science. His predecessor, LTC Doug Ely, oversaw the destruc-
tion of the original Military Science Building as it was replaced with the current RECPLEX.  Military Science then 
moved to the Student Center.  When LTC Bernardo arrived Military Science had no place to operate out of.  During his 
first year he and his staff would work out of what is now the Murphy Room in the Student Center.   In 2013 the depart-
ment moved to its current location, across the street from the main entrance. 

   

Today, the Military Science department has about 60 to 75 cadets a year.  Cadets come from Cleveland State University, 
Case Western Reserve University, Baldwin Wallace University, Notre Dame College and mostly John Carroll. The ca-
dre teach at John Carroll, Cleveland State and Case Western.  In 2015, ROTC contributed nearly $1.4M to Cleveland 
area Universities, $980K to John Carroll. 



The Army and its Officers frequently evoke thoughts of “Muddy Boot Leadership” 

and decisive action.  In many ways it’s true. We are proud of the accomplishments 

that have come by the Army ways. 

Shown is Cadet Eugene Flis doing the low crawl circa Summer 1966.   Training 

during this era was frequently at Ft Eustis, VA or Annville PA. 

Military Science classes 

began in the fall of 1950.  

LTC Howard I. Schmitt 

was the first “PMS.” At 

the time, this position was 

called the “Professor 

Military Science & 

Tactics” (PMS&T). CPT 

Lewis C. Spinney, SGT 

Jack H. Malaby and SGT 

Frances R. Tesch, were 

the other original cadre 

members of the Military 

Science Department. 



The Military Science Building was dedicated on 26 Oct 1950. The 

photo is from the early 60’s. 

Photobomb!  Who knew 

“photobombing” had been 

around so long.  

Photograph is from the 

Military Science Annual 

Award Banquet in the late 

1950’s.  



In the beginning, the John Carroll program was aligned with the US Army 

Transportation Corp.  Every commissioning Cadet became a Transportation Officer.  

As a part of this arrangement summer training regularly included difficult duty at 

austere places like Jamaica and  Bermuda!  Sure it sounds funny, but notice the 

picture of one of our great Jesuit Fathers, Father Kerner, departing by military aircraft 

with cadets to Bermuda for training in 1952. 





Sail Army!  Sail Army?  Yep, that’s right! Even today the Army 

Transportation Corps maintains a large fleet of watercraft - everything 

from Tugs, Landing Craft, Barges and Container vessels.  About half 

of the Army’s watercraft units are in the Army Reserve.   



Cadets conduct Railroad operations training at Ft. Eustis VA,  

circa 1955-57.  

Here John Carroll Cadets 

re-enact a common 

picture of the era, “The 

Stumble Squad.”   

L-R: John D. Baley, Ron 

Bodziony, Kenneth 

Dacas, Chuck Nicolai, 

Gerald Janssens, Kenneth 

Roznowski, Don 

Kasarcick, and Gary 

Masters.  1958  



Here John Carroll Cadets present actress Debbie Reynolds with a bouquet of roses.  A 

very young and glamorous Debbie Reynolds was named as sponsor for the Cadet Corps.  

Circa mid 1950’s  



COL Higley, John Carroll 

Professor of Military Science 

1960-65.  

Supply SGT Frank 1964 

Gen. Creighton W. Abrams meets with COL Fish 17 Mar 1967. 

Location unknown 



The U.S. Military led the nation in desegregation. Here we see John Carroll Assistant 

Professor of Military Science MAJ W.A. Jones running Cadet John Ennis and Steven Orton 

through Bayonet drills in 1966.  

Here is a familiar, but younger looking face! Cadet Peter Bernardo is 

awarded the certificate of Distinguished Military Graduate by COL Fish.  



A solemn moment as Gen Johnson posthumously presents the Silver Star to surviving family 

members of Julius Szahlender, killed in action. Shown is Miss Eva M S Szahlender (sister), 

Mrs. Eva Szahlender (Mother), Mr. Julius Szahlender (Father), and Mr. Thomas Szahlender. 

Photograph is from 15 May 1968.  

Mr. Jack T. Hearns, was the 

original band director for 

ROTC from 1950 to 1969.  

Shown here Mr. Hearns, 

receives a plaque and an 

achievement certificate from 

COL Fish for 19 years of 

service. 25 April 1969.  



1973 saw the introduction of women into the Reserve Officer Training 

Corps.  Shown here is LTC Powers with Joyce Malinak, Debbie Thaeler, 

Juliann Marko, Marcella Kalbac, and Mary Kelly, some of the first 

women to be a part of JCU ROTC.   

Remarks on the back of the photo state, “Guta and O’Neill. Military 

Ball 1972.”  



Hmmm.  Kinda makes 

you think of the Beatles 

and Abby Road.  Circa 

late 1970’s.  

Commissioning  

circa 1974 



John Carroll Pershing Rifles 

present the national colors at a 

Cleveland Indians game spring 

1974.  

Father Birkenhauer presents a 

certificate during graduation to 

Cadet Julianne Marko spring 

1977.  Cadet Marko was the 

second woman to commission 

from JCU Army ROTC on 29 

May of the same year.  Amanda 

M. DelVillan was commissioned 

14 days prior on 15 May.  



Cadet Vivian Clark cleans her weapon outside the barrack 

Ft. Knox, KY  summer 1977.  



Father Dunn presents a Trophy to  (L-R) Cadet Disk Foster, Jack Wind, and CPT Morsly after 

winning a Drill competition in Akron Ohio, 1962.  

Cadet Aleandri (Duquesne University), provides music to work by for cadets Attenweiler 

(John Carroll University), and Babinec (Xavier University), as Cadet Brice (Duquesne 

University) looks on.  Photograph is from 10 July 1963 at Annville Pennsylvania.  



Standing for photograph with what appears to be an M48 Patton battle tank are Cadets Sue 

Wolf and Tom Bednarczk. Picture was taking by the old Military Science building where 

the student center now stands.  

Estimated date is late 1970’s.  

Cadre member Captain 

Nowak, conducts rapelling 

training at CSU with Cadets 

and other interested students.  

Photo 1981 



Rappelling was quite popular at CSU.  These photos from 1986 show them rappelling in 

the Physical Education Building by the pool.  



Professor of Military Science, LTC Pete 

Bernardo with his staff, circa 1987.  

LTC Bernardo presents an award to a Cadet during their annual Military Ball.  

LTC Pete Bernardo with both his Cadet staff and department staff in the JCU Student Center.  



Pete Bernardo presents trophy 1987.  



John Carroll Ranger Challenge Team Fall 2000.  



While many John Carroll faculty have an impact on cadets, it would difficult to find one more 

influential than Dr Vourlojinis of the History Department. In addition to teaching Military 

History for 19 years, Dr. Vourlojinis is also the Faculty Advisor to Pershing Rifles, Here Dr. 

Vourlojinis stands with re-enactors during the an annual trip to Gettysburg PA.  The trip is 

done frequently a joint venture between the Military Science Department and his Military 

History class.  Oct 2001. 

The tradition continues.  Cadets 

listen to Dr. Vourlojianis as he 

discusses the terrain, climate and 

nature of fighting in 1863, during 

the fall 2015 Gettysburg Staff 

Ride.  



Cadet Lamantia scales a rock wall in the Republic of Georgia while attending Sachkhere 

Mountain School with Georgia military personnel, during summer training 2015.  



The Mountain Man Memorial March is held every year in Gatlinburg Tennessee. The March 

began as a way to honor 1LT Frank B. Walkup, IV, a 2005 University of Tennessee graduate 

and ROTC alumnus, who was killed in action in Iraq in 2007.  The event is now held not just 

to honor him, but all military service members who have given their all in the service of 

country.   

 

Here LTC Matt Johnson (far right blue shirt) stands with Cleveland area cadets after finishing 

second in the half marathon event. 



LTC Johnson and cadets enjoy a morning run while attending the annual AUSA 

conference in Washington D.C.  




