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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS: 
 Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, John Carroll University, 1996-present 

 Director, Center for Global Education, John Carroll University, 2005-2015 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, John Carroll University, 1990-1996 

  

VISITING AND TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS 

 Adjunct Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Case Western Reserve Univ., 2004 

 Instructor, Oxford College of Emory University, 1989-1990 

  

EDUCATION: 

 Ph.D. in Political Science, Emory University, 1993 

 M.A. in Political Science, Emory University, 1986 

 B.S. (cum laude) in Political Science, Georgia College, 1983 

 University of California, Berkeley, Summer 1982 

 University of Hamburg, Germany, 1979-1980 

 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 Comparative Politics: European Union, Political Parties, Public Policy, Global Citizenship 

 Political Radicalism & Extremism: Fascism, Neo-Nazism, Communism, Terrorism 

 Research Methods: Philosophy of Science, Research Design, Statistics 

 

FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS AND GRANTS 

 JCU Grauel Fellowship, 2016-17 

 Department of State/Council of International Programs USA, program development grant, 2014 

 JCU Kahl Endowment Fellowship, 2004 

 JCU Applied Ethics Course Development Fellowship, 2003 

 Ohio Humanities Council Mini Grant, 2002 

 DAAD Travel Grant, 2001 & 2003 (with Matt Berg) 

 Catholic Studies Course Development Fellowship, 1999 

 JCU Grauel Fellowship, 1996-97 

 JCU Environmental Policy Course Development Grant, 1994 

 JCU Summer Research Fellowship, 1992, 1996, 1999 

 Emory University Graduate Teaching Fellowship, 1987-1990 

 Emory University Graduate Fellowship, 1983-1987 

 Georgia College Alumni Scholarship, 1982-1983 

 George E. Grauel Faculty Fellowship, 1997 

mailto:sobisch@jcu.edu


 

BOOKS 
 Developing European Citizens.  Sheffield, UK: Sheffield H. University Press, 1997 (with Ian  

 Davies, York University) 

  

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
“The Politics of Mediation - Political Rhetoric as Influence Strategy in Campaigns.”  (with Elena 

Bakumova). In: Ludmila Milovanova (ed.). Actual problems of didactics and linguistics: essence, 

concepts and prospects. Volgograd: Prin-Terra-Design, 2017. – 340 p. ISBN 978-5-9500874-1-7. 

Forthcoming. 

 

“The Costs and Benefits of Organizing a Multi-Institutional Simulation on the European Union,” in:  

Peter Bursens, David Gijbels, Vincent Donche, Pieter Spooren (eds.), Simulations of decision-making 

as active learning tools. Springer, forthcoming. (with N. Clark, G. Van Dyke, P. Loedel, and J.  

Scherpereel) 

 

“EU Simulations and Engagement: Motivating Greater Interest in European Union Politics,” Journal  

of Political Science Education, vol.13:152-70, 2017 (with N. Clark, G. Van Dyke, P. Loedel, and J.  

Scherpereel) 

 

“AJCU International Education Conference Promotes Global Education at Jesuit Institutions.” 

Connections, AJCU, April, 2015. 

 

“Länderporträt USA: Daten, Dokumente, Dossiers.“ Jahrbuch Extremismus & Demokratie: 13: 2001, 

201-226. 

 

 “Berufsverbote,” “Verfassungsschutz,” and “Bundesverfassungsgericht,” In: Bernard Cook,  

 Europe since 1945: An Encyclopedia, New York: Garland/Taylor & Francis, 2001. 

  

"Europäische Integration und Europäische Identität: Die Europäische Union im Bewusstsein ihrer 

Bürger."  Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte, B 10/97, February 28, 1997 (with Stefan Immerfall). 

 

 "Party Systems in Transition."  In: Matthias Zimmer (ed.), Germany: Phoenix in Trouble?   

  University of Alberta Press, 1997. (with Stefan Immerfall) 

 

 “The Social Basis of European Citizenship,” in: Developing European Citizens.  Sheffield,  

 UK: Sheffield Hallam University Press, 1997 (with Stefan Immerfall). 

 

 “The European Union and European Citizenship,” in: Developing European Citizens.   

 Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Hallam University Press, 1997 

 

 “Interest in, Knowledge About, and Support for the European Union,” in:  Developing  

 European Citizens.  Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Hallam University Press, 1997 

 

"Materialism, Social Values and Attitudes towards European Integration: an Empirical Assessment."  

History of European Ideas, 19:253-60, 1994 (with David Patterson). 

 

 "The Soviet SS-20 Decision: A Critical Analysis," Mind and Nature, 8:1-15, 1988. 

 

 



ESSAYS AND BOOK REVIEWS 
 Framing Europe by Juan Diez Medrano, Perspectives on Politics, 2:4, 879-880, 2004. 

 

 The Neo-Nazis and German Unification, By Rand C. Lewis, German Studies Review, 21:1,  

 167-8,  

  

 Reinventing Germany: German Political Developments Since 1945, by Anthony Glees, The  

 Historian, 62:1, 462-3. 

  

 Value Change in Global Perspective, by Paul Abramson & Ronald Inglehart, West European 

 Politics, 19, 3: 658-9. 
 

 The Individualizing Society: Value Change in Europe and North America, by Peter Ester, et  

 al., West European Politics, 18, 4:214-5. 

  

 Developments in German Politics, by Gordon Smith et al. (eds.), German Studies Review, 17,  

 3: 614-15.  

  

 Governing Germany, by William Paterson and David Southern, German Studies Review, 16,  

 3:583. 

  

 Jahrbuch Extremismus & Demokratie, by Uwe Backes und Eckhard Jesse (eds.). German  

 Studies Review, 15, 1: 181. 

 

 Biographical Dictionary of the Extreme Right, by Philip Rees. German Studies Review, 15,  

 2: 436. 

 

 Politischer Extremismus in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, by U. Backes & E. Jesse.   

 German Studies Review, 14, 2: 433. 

  

PAPERS PRESENTED AT CONFERENCES 
 “Employer Perspectives on Global Competence: Old Questions, New Data.”  Global Internship 

 Conference, Dublin, Ireland, 2015. The Proceedings of The Global Internship Conference, 2015 –  

 pp. 163-205. 

 

 “Employer Perspectives on Global Competence.” Regent’s University’s International Partners' 

 conference 2015: “The Impact of International Education on Employability,” 7-9 January 2015 

 

 „Rechtsextremistische Parteien in Deutschland 1945 – 2002,“ presented at the 26th annual 

 conference of the German  Studies Association in San Diego  CA, 3. – 6. Oktober, 2002. 

 

 „Die Extreme Rechte und der Konjunkturzyklus, 1949 – 1989,“  presented at the 25th annual  

   conference of the German  Studies Association in Washington, DC, 4. – 7. Oktober, 2001. 

 

 “When Parties Change their Minds: Public Support for European Integration in Light of Elite  

 Conversion,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science  

 Association, Palmer House Hilton, Chicago, Ill.  April 23-25, 1998. 

 

 "European Identity and European Integration," presented at the 1996 Communitarian  

 Summit, University of Geneva, Switzerland, July 12-14 (with Stefan Immerfall). 



 

 Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago Hilton and Towers,  

 Chicago, Ill., August 30 – September 3, 1995 (with David Patterson). 

 

 "Right-wing Sentiment and European Integration."  Presented at the 4th International Conference of  

 the European Community Studies Assn, Charleston, S.C., May 11-14, 1995. 

 

 "The Forces of European Integration: a longitudinal analysis."  Presented at the Fourth  

 Conference of the International Society for the Study of European Ideas, Karl-Franzens- 

 Universität, Graz, Austria, 22-27 August, 1994 (with David Patterson). 

  

 "German 'Parteienverdrossenheit' in Comparative Perspective."  Presented at the Annual  

 Conference of German Studies Association, Dallas, Texas, Sept. 30 - Oct. 2, 1994. 

   

 "German Support for European Integration in Comparative Perspective."  Presented at the  

 Annual Conference of German Studies Association, Washington, D.C., Oct. 7-10, 1993. 

 

 "Materialism, Social Values and Attitudes towards European Integration: a Reassessment."  

 Delivered at the Annual Conference of the Southern Political Science Association, Savannah,  

 Georgia, Nov. 4-7, 1993 (with David Patterson). 

 

 "Materialism, Social Values and Attitudes towards European Integration: an Empirical  

 Assessment."  Presented at the Third Conference of the International Society for the Study of  

 European Ideas, Aalborg University, Aalborg, Denmark, 24-29 August, 1992 (with David  

 Patterson). 

 

 "Working Class Authoritarianism: Tolerance of Outgroups in Comparative Perspective."   

 Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington,  

 D.C., 29 August – 1 September, 1991. 

 

 "Are Germans Less Democratic and Tolerant Than Their European Neighbors?"  Presented  

 at the Fifteenth Annual Conference of the German Studies Association, Los Angeles,  

 California, 26 -29 September, 1991. 

 

   "Right-wing Extremism in Western Democracies: A Reassessment."  Presented at the Annual  

 Meeting of the Southern Political Science Assn, Memphis, Tenn., Nov. 10-12, 1989. 

  

 "Modeling Value Change: A Test of Inglehart's Theory and its Critics."  Presented at the  

 Annual "Public Support for European Integration: a longitudinal Analysis," presented at the  

 91st Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Assn., Memphis, Tenn., Nov. 10-12,  

 1989, (with David Patterson). 

 

MANUSACRIPTS REVIEWED 

Comparative Politics: An Introduction Using ExplorIt, 2nd ed., M. LeRoy, Wadsworth, 2000. 

 

 Politics on the Fringe: The Case of the French National Front, by Edward G. DeClair, Duke  

 University Press, 1999 

  

 Comparative Politics: An Introduction Using Explorit, by Michael Le Roy, Microcase Corp.  

 1998. 



 

 The British Polity (3rd. ed.), by Philip Norton, Longman, 1997 

 

 Comparative Politics, blind review, Prentice Hall, 1996. 

 

 

PUBLIC LECTURES 

 

 “Europe, the EU, and the Euro,” Public Affair Discussion Group, Center for Policy Studies,  

 Case Western Reserve University, March 23, 2005.  

 

 “Old and New Europes? Or a New ‘Old Europe’?” Program on “The U.S. and Europe: What  

 now for the West,” Case Western Reserve University, 2003. 

 

 “German Unification 12 years after,” John Carroll University, April 9, 2003 

 

 “European Monetary Union 1999: prospects and consequences, Oct. 28, 1997, John Carroll  

 Univ. 

  

 “The Future of European Integration, the changing nature of public opinion towards  

 European integration,” Nov. 16, 1995, University of North Carolina. 

  

 “Recent Developments in the European Union: the role of public opinion,” Oct. 19, 1994 

 JCU 

  

 “The European Response to the Crisis in Bosnia,” May 8, 1994, Rotary Club of Cleveland. 

  

 “The Future of NATO,” Oct. 19, 1994, Cleveland Council on World Affairs 

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION  

 2010 Annual Conference of the German Studies Association, Oakland, CA.  Discussant. 

  

 2007 Annual Conference, German Studies Association, Washington, DC, Oct. 7-10, 2004.  

 Discussant. 

 

2004 Annual Conference, German Studies Association, Washington, DC, Oct. 7-10, 2004. Discussant. 

 

2003 Annual Conference of the German Studies Association, New Orleans, La., Oct. 6-19, 

Discussant. 

 

 2001 Bi-Annual Conference of the European Union Studies Association (formerly European  

Community  Study Association), Madison, Wi., May 28-31, 2001.  Discussant. 

  

2000 Annual Conference, German Studies Association, Houston, TX.  Moderator.  

 

1999 Annual Conference of the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Ga.  Chair. 

 

1998 Annual Conference of the American Political Science Association, Boston, Ma.  

Organizer/chair. 

 



 1998 Annual Conference of German Studies Association, Salt Lake City, Ut.  Discussant. 

 

 1996 Annual Conference of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Ill.   

 Discussant. 

 

 1996 8th International Conference on Socio-Economics, Geneva, Switzerland.  Panel Chair. 

 

 1996 Annual Conference of the Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, Ga.   

 Discussant. 

 

 1995 Annual Conference of German Studies Association, Chicago, Ill.  Discussant. 

 

 1994 Annual Conference of the Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, Ga.   

 Discussant. 

 

 1994 Annual Conference of the Southern Political Science Association, Norfolk, Va.   

 1992 Annual Conference of German Studies Association, Minneapolis, Mn.  Moderator. 

 

 1990 Annual Conference of the Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, Ga.   

 Discussant. 

 

DEPARTMENT AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 Faculty Learning Community on Intercultural Competence, 2011-current 

 University Budget Committee: 2004-2006 

 JCU Board of Directors Budget Committee, 2004-2006 

 University Committee to Develop JCU’s International Program: 1998-2000 

 Chair, Tenure Committee, Department of Political Science, 2000-2005 

 Chair, Department Search Committee, 2000-2005 

 Faculty Forum Nominations Committee, 2001-2004 

 Faculty Grievance Committee, 1999-2002. 

 Faculty Mentor, Pi Sigma Alpha, the Political Science Honor Society, 1991-2005. 

 Faculty Forum Finance Committee, 1995-1998; 2004-2006. 

 Faculty Forum Executive Committee, 1995-1998; 2004-2006. 

 University Assessment Committee, 1997-2004. 

 Modern European Studies Concentration Committee, 1997-current 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Current Membership on Boards and in Associations 

 AJCU International Education Consortium, Executive Board, Chair (2011-13) 

 NAFSA, the professional association of international education professionals 

 The Forum on Education Abroad 

 European Union Simulation Consortium, West Chester University, PA 

 Advisory Board, West European Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

 American Political Science Association 

 German Studies Association 

 European Union Studies Association 

  

Professional Development 

“From Communism to the European Union,” Council of International Educational Exchange seminar, 



Budapest/Prague, 2004. 

Transatlantic Security Seminar, Center for International Studies, University of Pittsbg., 2004.  

Developments in the European Union, Center for West European Studies, University of Pittsburgh, 

2003 

Chautauqua Institute Seminar on Classroom Assessment, University of Washington, 2001 

Chautauqua Institute Seminar on Health Policy, Harvard University, 1999 

Microcase Seminar for Professors, Seattle, Washington, 1997 

 

 

Miscelaneous 

 Ohio State University, Graduate Student Mentoring Program, 1998, 2003 

 Educational Testing Service, submitted questions for GRE political science examination,  

 2001 

 “Learning from History,” Holocaust Education in Germany.  Public Seminar, Oct. 2002 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 President, Shaker Youth Soccer Association, Shaker Heights, Ohio, 2012-current 

 Vice-President, Shaker Youth Soccer Association, Shaker Heights, Ohio, 2000-12 

 Vice President, Children’s Community Access Program, 1999-2005 

 Head Coach, Shaker Heights High School, 1999-2000 

 Head Coach, Cleveland Scholastic Rowing Association, 2002-2005 

 

ACADEMIC REFERENCES 

 Gerardo Marin, Ph.D. 

 Senior Vice Provost & Professor 

 University of San Francisco | 2130 Fulton Street  

 San Francisco, CA 94117 

 marin@usfca.edu 

 415-422-2199 

 

 Ronald S. Méndez-Clark, Ph.D.  

 Associate Professor of Spanish and Latin American Literature 

 Modern Languages and Literatures 

 Latin American and Latino Studies Institute 

    mendezclark@fordham.edu 

 

 Patrick Boyle, Ph.D. 

 Vice Provost, Academic Centers & Global Initiatives 

 Loyola University, Chicago 

 Tel: 773-508-7070  

 e-mail: pboyle@luc.edu 
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