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For Muslims; Pope John Paul
1I.was known for his endeavors.

to improve. Cathole-Muslim rela-
Hons. For the.past several days,

many Muslims arcund the world
have umm....uu.Euﬂ Catholies and’

- others in expressing their sorrow
et the pope’s eﬁmmum and paying
tributetohim. -~

There iz 'no: nn:uﬁ that the
denth of the pope is a great loss
not only for Catholics but for hu-
maonity in general and for Mus-
lims interested in interfaith dia-
logue in particular. John Paul

was ong ..i_n m.EEEma positiva.
relationships. with- Muoslims as--
well s adhierents: of other reli- -

gions..It wodld not be.an exag-
geration to.soy he was the most
suceessful’ pope; who put. into
practice the: mﬂunﬁumm of “Nostrn

Aetate” (1965), which says: Enﬁ
the church uonwm at EE__Em as_‘.u .

esteem,

During his umm_ss,. .Ewa Paul's |

visits  ‘to . Islamic cdountries

marked a great development be-

tween Miislims and. Catholics.
One of his first foreign trips after
he beeame pope was to Turkey, o
predominantly Islamie country,
in 1979. Thera he was received

by members. om En mE.:mEES
and the .H..Ea wSEB:EQ
‘In- 2001, he ‘bepame the' first

pope to visit. i mosque, n Dani--
ascus; Syria, where,. Jsurrounded..:

- by hundreds. of Islamie clergy, um
mFﬁﬂ.ﬂ-m
..:m_mnnm he 455 you! i Arabie.
His: Emmﬂnmm with EEH_P mm...
- Hres,- such as. Eonannﬁ leader .
Ring Hasspn: E ond: ﬂmﬂaww mz-.

len,. o promideat’ Islamic mm.E"ﬂ
in. Turkey, aimed to- mﬁm_ou pasi=:

addressed. Muslims, .

tive relationships.: Accordingto
some newspapers, - the’ ﬁcun

ond - Gulen. even. discussed ‘the
founding of an interfaith univer-

ity in -Harran,. in southesstern

,,%

H:ESS he uwsn ﬁemnm EEd.

L believe bE.@E: wits barn, Qnee
...ﬁEE_mrmm mznw a. university
would w.nmnnuﬁ contribute: to-fur= .
thering relationships | hetween.

EmemHm cm Em wa.dEuE fgm-

‘In- Hmmm .wocu H.Emm ﬁm: 5
Casahlafica, Morocen, and tifsad-

" dress. to 60,000 Muslim students:
was: _.mEnzﬂ.mEm. In-his nddress,-
‘the pope. emphasized' that: Mus- -
lims and’ Christians: share* the’
-same- God. and’ the same S.,Emm
Amaémqmﬂ. ‘even. within: his own-

churcl;  some' -people criticized

this ‘notion. . In. one instaoce, a.

priest publishied an open letter to

w%m worked to S%w,,. ve Q%@w@. \ .ﬁmE,s relations

Em maw H.mEmn pnumn_oz_zm Em
stand o the mrE.mn concept, o».
God. .

.. Although’ Em HEEwm_. is ﬁni.
theré. are stll-some; Christinng

who; ont. of . ignorunce; believe
- that Muslims ,worship-an_idal

whose- nome- is-Allah,’ ignoring

- that even Christinns in-the Arab
“world ‘call-God “Allaki.” Through
-mentioning ~that Muslims  and
-Christians - believe in the same

God; the. pope. helped - many
Qﬁmnﬁ_m to.coine to°a new un-
derstnnding about Islan and re-
newed an. interest in interfaith
dinlogue.

I rnﬁm the nest pope S.E take
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furthér mnmm_m no tarry on.-thi [f:c
acy of interfaitly Enm._._m. Th

m.nES.E.m.a i3 Ec Eacﬂ%m,‘

 lemicstudies atJolin Carroll E.;T

versity.




