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of JCU students scored HIGH on the CIRP Habits of Mind construct, according to 

the 2015 College Senior Survey. JCU students also showed small (but significant) deficits 
in mean scores compared to students at other Catholic and private four-year 
institutions in social agency (53.9 vs 55.9 and 56.0 respectively). 

of JCU students scored HIGH on the CIRP Academic Self-Concept construct, 

according to the 2015 College Senior Survey. JCU students also showed small, non-
significant deficits in mean scores compared to students at other Catholic and private 
four-year institutions in social agency (49.5 vs 50.2 and 50.1 respectively). 

 

 

 

Critical Analysis 

units at the University (majors, minors, academic support, student support, or co-

curricular)—nearly every program on file—have program-level learning goals that 

align with this learning goal. 

of rubric scores from Core Philosophy Knowledge & Reality courses were in 

the categories of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

of rubric scores from Core Linked courses were in the categories of met or 

exceeded expectations in 2017-2018.   

Quantitative Analysis 

of rubric scores from Core Quantitative Analysis courses were in the 

categories of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

of JCU seniors reported that they had reached conclusions based on their own 

analysis of numerical information often or very often (as did 65% of first-year students) on 
the 2017 National Survey of Student Engagement.  JCU showed significant differences* 
(p < 0.05 and effect size ≥ 0.3) with other Great Lakes private institutions (+9 seniors, 
+13 first-year), our Carnegie class (+10 seniors, +13 first-year), and the overall set of 
institutions taking the survey in 2016 and 2017 (+9 seniors, +12 first-year). 
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of JCU seniors reported that they had used numerical information to examine a 

real-world problem or issue often or very often (as did 42% of first-year students) on the 
2017 National Survey of Student Engagement.  JCU showed significant differences* (p 
< 0.05 and effect size ≥ 0.3) with other Great Lakes private institutions (+5 seniors, 
+4 first-year), our Carnegie class (+5 seniors, +4 first-year), and the overall set of 
institutions taking the survey in 2016 and 2017 (+5 seniors, +4 first-year). 

of JCU seniors reported that they had evaluated what others have concluded from 

numerical information often or very often (as did 45% of first-year students) on the 2017 
National Survey of Student Engagement.  JCU showed significant differences* (p < 
0.05 and effect size ≥ 0.3) with other Great Lakes private institutions (+9 seniors, +7 
first-year), our Carnegie class (+13 seniors, +8 first-year), and the overall set of 
institutions taking the survey in 2016 and 2017 (+11 seniors, +7 first-year). 

*JCU seniors were not significantly different than Great Lakes private comparators in Quantitative 
Reasoning. 

Aesthetic Appreciation 

of student ratings related to Aesthetic and Creative Analysis from Core 

Creative and Performing Arts courses were in the categories of met or exceeded 
expectations in 2017-2018. 

 

 

A large number of academic and co-curricular programs contribute toward this learning goal; 
these include the following: Art History, Campus Ministry, Catholic Studies, Classical Studies, 
East Asian Studies, French, History, and Theology & Religious Studies.  Many of the 
community partners of the Center for Service and Social Action are driven by religious beliefs.  
The University’s mission unites faculty and students of all faiths and no faith in common 
cause. 

of rubric scores from Theology and Religious Studies courses were in the 

categories of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

 

According to the 2018 Annual Assessment Report, the Art History capstone projects demonstrated that 
all students had met or exceeded expectations in recognizing and understanding major arts and 
movements, understanding works of art and architecture within their historical and cultural settings, 
acquiring knowledge of visual arts vocabulary and gaining proficiency in visual literacy. 
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The University’s Integrative Core Curriculum  includes two types of Integrative Courses 
designed precisely to enable students to achieve this goal: Linked Courses and Engaging the 
Global Community courses.   

of rubric scores from Integrated Core courses were in the categories of met or 

exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

of JCU seniors reported that they had combined ideas from different courses when 

completing assignments often or very often (as did 57% of first-year students) on the 2017 
National Survey of Student Engagement.  Differences were not significant between 
JCU students and other Great Lakes private institutions (+1 seniors, +3 first-year), our 
Carnegie class (+4 seniors, +6 first-year), and the overall set of institutions taking the 
survey in 2016 and 2017 (+3 seniors, +5 first-year). 

of JCU seniors reported that they had connected their learning to societal problems 

or issues often or very often (as did 51% of first-year students) on the 2017 National Survey 
of Student Engagement.  Differences were not significant between JCU students and 
other Great Lakes private institutions (–3 seniors, –3 first-year), our Carnegie class (+0 
seniors, –1 first-year), and the overall set of institutions taking the survey in 2016 and 
2017 (+1 seniors, +0 first-year). 

of JCU seniors reported that they had connected ideas from their courses with their 

prior experiences and knowledge often or very often (as did 74% of first-year students) on 
the 2017 National Survey of Student Engagement.  Differences were not significant 
between JCU students and other Great Lakes private institutions (–3 seniors, –5 first-
year), our Carnegie class (–2 seniors, –2 first-year), and the overall set of institutions 
taking the survey in 2016 and 2017 (–2 seniors, –3 first-year). 

of JCU seniors reported that they had participated in a learning community (as did 

16% of first-year students) on the 2017 National Survey of Student Engagement.  
Differences were not significant between JCU students and other Great Lakes private 
institutions (–4 seniors, +4 first-year), our Carnegie class (+3 seniors, +4 first-year), 
and the overall set of institutions taking the survey in 2016 and 2017 (+1 seniors, +3 
first-year). 

of JCU seniors reported that they had completed some form of culminating senior 

experience on the 2017 National Survey of Student Engagement. Differences were not 
significant between JCU students and other Great Lakes private institutions (+3),  but 
JCU showed significant differences with our Carnegie class (+21, p < 0.001, h = 0.42), 
and the overall set of institutions taking the survey in 2016 and 2017 (+20, p < 0.001, h 
= 0.40). 
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of rubric scores from Core Linked Courses were in the categories of met or 

exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

of student ratings related to the creative process from Core Creative and 

Performing Arts courses were in the categories of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-
2018. 

 

units at the University (majors, minors, academic support, student support, or co-

curricular)—nearly every program on file—have program-level learning goals that 
align with this learning goal. 

of employers who attended the 2017 Career Fair felt that students who attended 

demonstrated strong communication skills (58 of 144 employers attending responded 
to the survey).  

Written Expression 
The table below shows the percentage of rubric scores in the categories of met or 
exceeded expectations in 2017-2018 for Core Foundational Writing, Integrated, and 
Additional Writing courses. 

Core Outcome FW Integrated AW 

Articulate an Argument 

Control of Syntax and 
Mechanics 

Sources, Evidence, and 
Documentation 
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Oral Expression 

of rubric scores from Foundational 

Public Speaking courses were in the categories 
of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

of rubric scores from Oral 

Presentation courses were in the categories of 
met or exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

NOTE:  Currently revamping the assessment process for Oral Expression. 

Creative Expression 

of student ratings related to creative communication from Core Creative and 

Performing Arts courses were in the categories of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-
2018. 

Mathematical/Quantitative Communication 

of rubric scores related to representation of data from Core Quantitative 

Analysis courses were in the categories of met or exceeded expectations in 2017-2018. 

 

of students who engaged in mediation with a roommate felt that it had facilitated a 

productive conversation, according to the Residence Life Room Change Process 
Assessment. 

 

 

The University’s long-standing debate 
team has a long standing track record 

of excellence, wining the national 
championship in 1937, 1938, 2000, 

and 2006. In March 2019, Zak Zinda 
’19 won the Pi Kappa Delta National 

Championship in Lincoln Douglas. 

 

All chemistry majors are expected to be to effectively communicate scientific information in written, oral, 
and mathematical forms.  Students in Physical Chemistry are routinely asked to shift between 
mathematical models, molecular-level perspectives, and macroscopic perspectives in understanding 
physical and chemical phenomena. 
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The 2015 College Senior Survey was administered by the Higher Education Research Institute in 
spring 2015. 324 JCU Seniors completed the survey. There were 4437 students in the 4-year Catholic 
college cohort.   
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Writing skills are identified, alongside public speaking and quantitative analysis, as one of the key 
foundational competencies for the Integrative Core Curriculum.  All students take one or two courses 
in rhetoric and composition.  In courses sampled for assessment, instructors choose a research-based 
argumentative writing assignment that assesses each learning goal and scores the assignment against 
rubrics approved by the Core Committee.  At the end of each year, a group of instructors scores a 
sample of student work from across a number of sections, using the same rubrics.  Scores reported 
here represent work from 302 students. 

 

Quantitative Analysis skills are identified, alongside writing and public speaking, as one of the key 
foundational competencies for the Integrative Core Curriculum.  All students take one “QA” course 
from a list of options.  Most students satisfy this requirement with some form of statistics, often 
offered by the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science; however, QA courses can be 
offered by any department.  In courses sampled for assessment, instructors choose at least one 
assignment that assesses each learning goal and scores the assignment against rubrics approved by the 
Core Committee.  At the end of each year, a group of instructors scores a sample of student work 
from across a number of sections, using the same rubrics.  Scores reported here represent work from 
262 students. 
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One highlight of the Integrative Core Curriculum is the category of Integrated Courses.  Integrated 
courses require students to bring together two or more disciplinary ways of thinking to explore 
important issues.  All Integrated Courses must include some instruction related to writing in the 
disciplines represented by the courses and some assignment that asks students to integrate the two 
disciplines.  In courses sampled for assessment, instructors choose at least one assignment that 
assesses each learning goal and scores the assignment against rubrics approved by the Core 
Committee.  At the end of each year, a group of instructors scores a sample of student work from 
across a number of sections, using the same rubrics.  The writing and integration rubrics appear below, 
and the two types of Integrated Courses (Linked Courses and Engaging the Global Community 
courses) are then differentiated. Integration scores reported here reflect 595 students. Writing scores 
reflect 638 students. 
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Every student must take a pair of Linked Courses as part of the Integrative Core Curriculum.  This 
pair is made up of two co-requisite courses taught in the same semester by two instructors from 
different departments.  Each pair of courses has some sort of thematic link, some common activities 
and/or assignments.  In addition to writing and integration (described under Integrated Courses 
above), all Linked Courses must include some attention to critical thinking.  Scores for critical thinking 
reported here represent scores from 278 unique students. 
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As part of the Jesuit Heritage portion of the Integrative Core Curriculum, all students must take a 
course from each of two categories of courses offered by the Department of Philosophy: Knowledge 
& Reality and Values & Society. Knowledge & Reality courses focus on critical thinking, while Values 
& Society courses focus on ethics.  Each Philosophy instructor chooses at least one of their courses 
and evaluates an assignment from that course against a rubric approved by the Core Committee. 
Knowledge and Reality scores reported here represent work from 711 students.   

 

 

As part of the Jesuit Heritage portion of the Integrative Core Curriculum, all students must take a 
lower-division and un upper-division course from the Department of Theology & Religious Studies 
(these two courses that cannot satisfy any other core requirements). In each, instructors choose at 
least one assignment to score against the rubric approved by the Core Committee.  Scores reported 
here represent work from 682 students.   
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As part of the Jesuit Heritage portion of the Integrative Core Curriculum, all students must take a 
course in the Creative and Performing Arts category.  All students choose one 1- or 3-credit “CAPA” 
courses from a list of options.  CAPA courses can be offered by any department.  In courses sampled 
for assessment, instructors evaluate student performance against each learning goal. Aesthetic 
appreciation scores reported here represent work from 223 students.  Creativity scores represent 209 
students, and creative communication scores represent 176 students. 

As part of the requirements of the Integrative Core, each major at the University has at least one 
course designated as an Additional Writing course that focuses on writing in the specific discipline(s).  
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In courses sampled for assessment, instructors choose at least one assignment that assesses each 
learning goal and scores the assignment against rubrics approved by the Core Committee.  At the end 
of each year, a group of instructors scores a sample of student work from across a number of sections, 
using the same rubrics.  Scores reported here represent 102 students. 

 

This tool measures satisfaction with process and seeks to understand student learning related to 
conflict management and communication.  35 students participated in fall 2016, and 23 students 
participated in spring 2017.  20 distinct individuals reported in engaging in mediation.   


